Canal. It measures approximately 165 £ 150 metres and has ramparts and ditches along three sides of it. The canal forms its northern edge. N.V. An mov dates the site to the 5 th century BC -4 th century AD (see: N.V. An mov, 1948: "A City-site on the eastern edge of the Bosporan state", Istorikoarkheologicheskii sbornik (Collection of Historical and Archaeological Articles), Moscow, p. 42; V.P. Shilov, 1950: "On the Distribution of Maeotian Tribes" SA (Soviet Archaeology), XIV, pp. 113-115). Three hundred metres east of the city-site between the at part of the lower Kuban valley and spurs of the North-Western Caucasus a rampart and ditch were recorded complete with towers and extending over a distance of more than one kilometre. In the northern part of the latter there was a small forti ed section and while this was being excavated a slab was found bearing the mark (tamga) of the Bosporan king, Eupator, and Bosporan copper coins from the 1 st , 2 nd and rst half of the 3 rd century AD (N. Zakharov, 1937: Frontier Forti cations of the Bosporan state in the Northern Caucasus and the "Krasnobatereinoye" city-site", SA (Soviet Archaeology), II, 1937, pp. 229-230). To the south there was a further rampart and ditch approximately 4 kilometres long, which lled the space between the two small rivers -Chebak and Psif, thus creating another defensive barrier. There is no doubt that this was one of the strategic points in the defence of the eastern frontiers of the Bosporan state. 
